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Gifted Education Annual Notice
The Wattsburg Area School District has established these procedures regarding identification of gifted children. The focus of the law, called Chapter 16, is to ensure that students are not identified as mentally gifted based on a single test score. 

The district conducts ongoing screening activities to nominate potential candidates. Children may be referred by parents or teachers. Parents who feel strongly that their child may be gifted should contact the school guidance counselor to initiate gifted screening on behalf of their son or daughter. The gifted screening process will include a review of the student’s record, past test scores, report card grades, and input from those familiar with the student’s learning strengths and needs. Identification of a student eligible for gifted services is based on:

· Full scale or composite IQ score of 130 or higher on an individually administered IQ test.	 
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any combination of the following criteria:
· A year or more above grade achievement level for the normal age group in one or more subjects as measured by nationally normed and validated achievements tests able to accurately reflect gifted performance. Subject results shall yield academic instruction levels in all academic subject areas.
· As observed or measured rate of acquisition/retention of new academic content or skills that reflect gifted ability.
· Early and measured use of high level thinking skills, academic creativity, leadership skills, intense academic interest areas, communication skills, foreign language aptitude or technology expertise.
· Documented, observed, validated or assessed evidence that intervening factors such as English as a Second Language, disabilities defined in 34 CFR 300.8 (relating to child with a disability), gender or race bias, or socio/cultural deprivation are not masking gifted abilities. 

Wattsburg Area School District offers a variety of programs to meet the needs of students who are identified as gifted. Gifted programming at Wattsburg Area Elementary Center and Middle School includes enrichment activities within and outside of the regular education classroom and a Discovery program coordinated by the gifted teacher. Gifted programming at Seneca High School includes the opportunity for students to enroll in advanced placement courses, cyber courses, and to earn college credits through participation in the Regional Choice Initiative (dual enrollment program).
Wattsburg Area School District does provide the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) with all required gifted information and/or reports related to students, personnel, and program elements.
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